
Low and behold folks 

as you can see the 

slab is cast and soon 

we will see  

the new toilet block 

being built.  

We were again lucky 

with the timing the 

boxing went down 

on Thursday 17 No-

vember 2011 

The slab was poured 

on the 18 November 

and the rain came 

down again in force 

on Saturday the 19 

November,  all morn-

ing it 

rained 

flooding 

the field 

once more. 

However it 

all looks 

great and 

its best foot 

forward 

from here 

should we need any 

general assistance  I 

will keep you posted. 

The weather has had 

its toll on the events 

this year and again it 

claims another event 

The scale day which 

was to be held on 

Sunday the 20 has 

been postponed 

canõt take a trick can 

we? 
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Inside this issue:  

Talking to a senior contractor the other day he and a number of the guys had just 

arrived from Ireland for this contract, I asked him how long had he been in Aus-

tralia he said just that very morning.   He informed me, weather permitting that 

the new line should be completed in full around mid January, I believe they have 

a full crew of Irishmen for this contract and he explained the drilling process to 

me, GPS and laser clever stuff, so be careful guys if you put your plane in where 

they are working choose your words carefully and no Irish jokes. Remember two 

things the Irish love most of all are a Guinness and a fight. 

 



Hi Everyone,  
At long last it has hap-
pened, we have our per-
mits!! and the slab for the 
toilet block and store has 
been laid.  
We can now go ahead with 
the construction of the 
building.  
The gas pipeline to Yarra 
Glen has also started and 
there is a lot of action in 
our car park at the North-
ern end, as I said last 
month please be aware of 
the workers and DO NOT fly 
over this area.  
We are now only 2 weeks 
away from our Christmas 

Until next time, safe fly-
ing  
Tony 

Break up, as in previous 
years we have a jumping 
castle and Santa will be 
there about 6.00 to 6.30 pm 
with presents and lollies, 
so please bring along your 
family and friends and en-
joy a BBQ.  
We will be starting the 
evening at approx 4.30.  
I have not been at the club 
for a few weeks due to work 
commitments, but I look 
forward to catching up with 
everyone at the breakup.  
On behalf of your committee 
I would like to wish all a 
very Merry Christmas and 
happy new year.  

Under the guidance 

of Bruce Smith one of 

our gold wing instruc-

tors Nathan per-

formed loops, rolls, 

and turns generally 

impressing his folks. 

Nathan has only been 

flying for a few 

months and he is do-

ing extremely well 

and will in the not too 

distant future be 

tested for his bronze 

wings certificate and 

if he keeps up this 

performance will 

soon be eligible to fly 

his plane solo. 

One of our 

new 

young 

members, 

Nathan 

King 

known to 

his friends 

as òSNAKE 

òwas at 

the field 

on  Sun-

day 20th November and 

along came his family to have 

a look to see how he is pro-

gressing .In somewhat  diffi-

cult flying conditions to say 

the least he impressed his 

folks with his performance. 

NATHAN KING  

A message from your                     

president  
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well done john you will 

soon be doing tick tocks. 

Right of page Phil Thornton 

flyõs the pride of his heli col-

lection a: 

                  Scale 

BELL47 with a  23cc petrol 

Motor, Flyõs real sweet 

Thursdayõs   òHeli Nightó is be-

ing well attended  again and 

becoming very poplar so 

come along and enjoy the 

night with us, buy yourself a 

helicopter and enjoy the fun. 

Thereõs lots of talent for in-

structional purposes.  And for 

tea those interested, hot dogs 

and dimsims are available at 

bargain prices.     Johnny 

Warren removed the training 

gear  last week from his Rapy 
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 Thursdayõs heli  night 

 For the natures lovers the swal-

lows have returned heralding 

that summer is just around the 

corner I have counted three 

young almost ready to leave 

their nest.                                                                                                                                                                  

A snake was sighted in the 

rough along the far side of the 

flying field so if you venture over 

there please be aware! 

Although Sundays scale day 

was postponed there was a 

good turnout at the field and 

we all enjoyed a pleasant 

days flying. David Chivers 

celebrated his Birthday with a 

BBQ drinks and cakes, 22 

years young I believe. 

Scale  fun  f ly  pos tponed  
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                                           MEET THE MEMBERS 

 

 

Name :   Mike Thomas   

Status :   Working   

Years Flying: 2      

Favorite plane type and Power train:     Beaver Electric 

How did you start?      Fulfill a boyhood dream   

When do you fly?         On days off Shift dependent 

Duration        4 Hours   

What does flying reward you?   Personal satisfaction   

Club Likes          Comrade   

What would you like to see more of at the club?   

        Continual upgrading of the facility                                              

  ñññññññññññññññññññññññ 

 

 

 

Name :   Wayne Tatham  

Status :   Working   

Years Flying: 30      

Favorite plane type and Power train   Giles 202  Nitro 

How did you start?      Control line   

When do you fly?     Fridays and Saturdays 

Duration        4ñ5 Hours 

What does flying reward you?   Great pleasure Relaxation 

Club Likes       Guys Comrade  

What would you like to see more of at the club?   

        To continue as it is at the moment  
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Nicõs Pics 

        LDMFA WINDSOCK 

Nicõs Last weeks winning entryñ 

First prize at the Lilydale show 



 

The Victorian Helicopter State 

Championships were held over 

the weekend of the 19th and 

20th of November at the Mel-

bourne Radio Controlled Heli-

copter Club in Bangholme. 

LDMFA had good representa-

tion for the competition with 

Jake Thronton in F3C, Greg 

Lepp in Novice and Myself in 

Advanced.  

The day started out with grey 

skies, rain and 20 competitors 

including some from interstate 

all huddling around the club 

room for breakfast and coffee. 

After a few hours a break in the 

weather started to push through 

and the competition was under 

way. Round 1 of Novice and Ad-

vanced were kicked off together 

and were well under way before 

rain interrupted and we all re-

tired back to the club house for 

another coffee. The next break in 

the weather saw the completion 

of Round 1 of Novice and Ad-

vanced and the commencement 

of round 2 for Novice and 

Round 1 for F3C but by this time 

the wind had picked up and was 

around 20km/h gusts which 

started making the hovering ma-

noeuvrers a little more challeng-

ing for all the competitors. Both 

Greg and I had already competed 

and we both felt weôd flown 

Round 3 and with the sun just 

above my left shoulder at about 

60 degrees in the sky and the 

strong cross wind I managed to 

luck out on my last manoeuvre 

by re-engaging my engine to bail 

out of an autorotation. Unfortu-

nately the rules disallow the use 

of power in an autorotation and 

doing so results in zero from all 

judges for that manoeuvre so 

needless to say not my best 

round. 

Round 4 saw the Novice pilots 

put in everything they had to 

control their models with the 

wind now blowing the wind sock 

in a neighbouring paddock hori-

zontal at a gusting 35km/h. All 

the Novice competitors managed 

to complete round 4 and it was 

time to break for lunch. 

After Lunch it was round 4 for 

F3C and boy was the wind howl-

ing. According to the meteorol-

ogy website at 12:30 it was gust-

ing up to 43km/h. be flown and 

if I wasnôt worried about the pre-

vious roundôs scores I probably 

would have dropped the round 

due to the fact the wind was now 

at the strongest it had been all 

day, but given that I thought the 

scores would be very close be-

tween the top three competitor, 

Paul, Jeff and myself, I opted to 

fly it and give it a good crack. 

Unfortunately Round 4 was not 

pretty well in our events and 

now it was Jakes turn. With a 

borrowed helicopter Jake started 

off pretty well but unfortunately 

the helicopter suffered a flame 

out early into the aerobatics 

which prevented him from com-

pleting the schedule.  After 

lunch Round 2 for F3C was 

commenced and unfortunately 

Jakeôs bad luck continued into 

round 2 with another borrowed 

helicopter failing to get off the 

ground forcing Jake to retire 

from the competition. Day 1 

ended with the final competitor 

in F3C being grounded due the 

weather turning bad again. 

Day 2 started out much better 

and with all the grey clouds hav-

ing passed over the sun was 

shining, but the wind was al-

ready around the 20kmh. 

Round 3 for Novice was started 

over in the 2nd flight area and the 

final F3C routine from the previ-

ous day was flown to finish off 

the round. It wasnôt long before 

the wind began to pick up and 

pretty soon the breeze was now a 

gusting 30km/h. The higher 

winds where proving very chal-

lenging for the novice and ad-

vanced pilots as pilots struggled 

to prevent their models jumping 

up and down and drifting past 

the flags in the hovering ma-

noeuvres. I was called first in 
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The Vic tor ian  Hel i cop ter  S ta te  Champ ionsh ips  19 th and 20 th o f  

November  a t  the Me lbourn e  Rad io  Con t ro l led  Hel i c op ter  C lub  in  

Bangho lme                  Ma t t y Carmichael   

HELI PORT 
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 kind to Jeff and he dragged his tail on the ground and that put him out of the last round resulting in zeros 

for his aerobatic manoeuvres.  

Paulôs flights were fantastic and because he was very consistent across the previous 3 rounds it meant that I 

had to really pull off a top flight to be a contender. 

I started my model and flew it to the centre circle; Mick Warren who made it down from QLD (a former 

Australian F3C tea m member and the dedicated caller for Advanced) said to me ñare you ready?ò I just 

nodded as I was determined to concentrate and fly the pants off my model. As Mick called each manoeuvre 

all I could do was nod to let him know I was ready and then heôd call ñBeginò and Iôd take off. I got through 

all the hovering manoeuvres with a sigh of relief and a smile, as even in the gusty wind I felt Iôd nailed the 

hovering to the best of my ability. Next it was on to the Aerobatics. Mick says ñyou wanna do a fly byò, I 

hesitate for a second and then I answer, ñnah mate, letôs get straight into itò. Mick calls ñLoopò then as I 

approach the centre line he calls ñbeginò and I fly into the upward section of the loop. As Iôm climbing Iôm 

thinking through the manoeuvre and how best to use the wind to assist the model over the top. As I ap-

proach the top I backed off the collective and let the model move through the top of the loop then slowly 

started feeding in a bit of back cyclic (elevator for you plane guys) and a bit of collective to pull out of the 

loop at the same line I entered it. I think I mumbled under my breath ñahh nice oneò and hear Mickôs voice 

behind me say the same thing. The next manoeuvre was the slow roll of which I managed a nice straight 

line entry but got a little blown off course which resulted in a small hesitation and correction during the 

slow roll. The next two manoeuvres the 180 degree stall turn and the push over hit the centre line and ad-

justing my collective for the strong wind I managed to have only a very small deviations on the accent and 

decent on both. I managed to hold the hover without too much drift in the push over and was able to finish it 

off on the same line and height that I entered it. The final manoeuvre was the autorotation and having 

kicked myself for the previous attempt I took my time to set up the approach. Once I felt I was lined up and 

comfortable I hit the hold switch and Mick called ñbeginò, I picked my line and flew the model slightly 

across the diagonal to penetrate and correct for the cross wind, about 2 meters out and Iôm starting to lose 

the rotor speed and wondering if I can hit the centre circle, but before I had time to really worry about it I 

was placing the skids in the centre circle with the main shaft just on the line. I turned to Mick and said ñI 

reckon thatôs my best flight of the compò and he replied, ñthat was a nice flight, well doneò. I headed back 

to the pits and from there I watched the remaining competitors. 

After all the days flying was complete it wasnõt long before the results were announced. In all it was a fantastic weekend and thor-

oughly enjoyed by everyone who attended.  

Results as follows:- 

 Novice 

Dale Carstein -> 320 - 1st 

Sean Xue -> 319.5 - 2nd 

Jason Rosw -> 312.5 - 3rd 

Greg Lepp -> 307.5 - 4th 

Risto -> 236 - 5th 

Brian Livingston -> 190.5 - 6th 

Michael Rowling -> 150.5 - 

7th 

Jason Griffin -> 122 - 8th 

Advanced 

Matty Carmichael -> 476 - 1st 

Paul Sanders -> 419 - 2nd 

Carl Bizon -> 391.5 - 3rd 

Dennis Beilby -> 379.5 - 4th 

Jeff Sussman -> 373.1 - 5th 

Craig Jegels -> 367 - 6th 

Russell Edwards ->356 - 7th 

Peter Dalglish -> 285.5 - 8th 

F3C 

 

Brendan Tucker -> 3000 - 1st 

Bob Brown -> 2014.737 - 2nd 

Ben Boldeman -> 1699.383 - 3rd 

James Dargue -> 1188.74 - 4th 

Jake Thornton -> 208.7912 - 5th 
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Minutes of the 503rd L.D.M.F.A. Club Meeting  

held Wed 2nd November 2011 at 8pm  

Number of Members in Attendance:  
39  
Apologies:  
Bruce Cullen, Keith Schneider (recent heart attack ï Keith is OK and convalescing at home.)  
New Members and Visitors:  
Jeff Crawt  
 Minutes of Previous Meeting:  
There were no matters arising.  
Moved :  Daron Thompson  Seconded : Keith Moorhouse  
Correspondence In:  
VMAA ï minutes from October 2011 committee meeting  
Melbourne Water permit  
Correspondence Out  
Letter to VMAA re Bronze Wings for Peter Rady (re -submitted) and Damien Aile  
Letter to Melbourne Water re permit to build on floodplain  
Letter to Shed Bonanza advising re Melbourne Water permit  
Application to MAAA re Display Day Permit 2012 (1 st  Sunday in May)  
Treasurerôs Report:  
 

 
Moved: Ken Thompson   Seconded: David Chivers  
Registrar's Report:  
Membership is currently at 156 plus 1 application for Committee review.  
Grounds Report:  
The field is still in excellent condition with good grass cover but the southern end is again very wet 
after recent rain. We will need to consider a permanent solution 
to the drainage of this part of the field. Weeds are under control 
and there are no signs of rabbit activity.  
Safety Report:  
There were no incidents to report.  
 
LDMFA will hold its Scale Day on November 20 th . All are welcome 

to participate and are encouraged to do so.  
The State Champs in Helicopter will be held on 19 & 20 th  November  
Toilet Block Project  

We now have Melbourne Water approval to build on a floodplain. All paperwork is now with the Shed 

Bonanza and the Building Surveyor. We expect to pour the footings and slab next Wednesday (9 th  

November). We will have a working bee next Saturday to pump  
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CD Report  
Peter bailey reported on some upcoming events including: -  
LDMFA will hold its Scale Day on November 20 th . All are welcome to participate and are encouraged to 

do so.  
The State Champs in Helicopter will be held on 19 & 20 th  November  
Toilet Block Project  
We now have Melbourne Water approval to build on a floodplain. All paperwork is now with the Shed 
Bonanza and the Building Surveyor. We expect to pour the footings and slab next Wednesday (9 th  No-
vember). We will have a working bee next Saturday to pump out the foundation trenches in prepara-
tion for inspection by the building surveyor. (The pour was delayed due to building inspection but was 
completed on Friday 18 th  November 2011 ï Secretary).  
 General Business:  

Christmas Party 2 December 2011 at the field  

Funeral of Alan Dunbabin (former member) ï 2 weeks ago. Tony Lloyd Bailey and Gary Whit-

bourne attended. Letter of condolence sent to his family via his daughter Mrs. Deidree 
Mackwell.  

Proposal re club locks and key distribution discussed at committee last month. We will have 23 

sets that will be rotated annually. All members will be issued with a key with a deposit of 

$50. Restricted access keys to be issued to committee members only. No deposit on these 

but lost key will incur fee of $50. Full proposal was tabled and discussed. Gary Whitbourne 
opposed the introduction of a deposit. Ken Geddes suggested having a master key system 

which would be more secure but would be much more expensive. A combination lock sys-

tem was also suggested. There is also the option of a restricted key that cannot be dupli-

cated. An informal vote was 25 in favour of the $50 deposit with 14 against. Committee 
will take the suggestions and re -consider the solution at next committee meeting.  

Membership cards ï committee is looking at new cards that will have name, AUS number and 

year printed on them. Ongoing.  

Bronze Wings were presented to Madison Lang and Peter Koslaskis.  
Show and Tell:  

Peter Bailey showed his DC3 finished in Ansett livery. An Austars kit, peter has worked on it 

for 12 months. Power by 2 OS 91 4 strokes, 13 servos, twin fuel tanks and retracts. Peter 

estimates all up weight will be around 13 kgs. Span is 104 ñ and fuse is fiberglass with 
built up wings.  

Matt Bailey showed his e - flite Extra and demonstrated 3D indoor flight.  

Raffle  
Winners were: -   First   :  Mike Thomas ï Cyano -  Green C10   
     Second  :  David Chivers ï Wine -  Black E45  
     Third  :  Steven Geddes -  4 servos -  Green E49  
Thanks to Andrews Scale Models for his continued generous support.   

Next Meeting:  

Friday, 2nd December 2011, ( Amended Data  should read Our annual Christmas party meeting will be 
held on 9 December 2011) commencing at 6pm at the Club Field.  

Meeting Closed: 9: 10 p.m.  

Minutes by:   

John OôDonoghue,  

Secretary  



Congratulations to Matt and 
his wife  
 
29/11/2011  
It's a girl! Grace Amy 
McNiece born 3:58pm, 
3.265kg. Family all well  

BREAKING NEWS  

LDMFA  
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there are problems in regard to warranty issues etc. 

 The following Chinese sites I have gathered from RC Groups forum as supplying similar prices to HK 

 http://www.rctimer.com/  http://www.sdshobby.net/   http://www.himodel.com/  http://www.jetfoamy.com/  
http://www.hobby88.com/shop/index.php  http://www.aero-fever.net/index.php   Also for Gliding Specialists ---- 

falcongliders.com.au 

I thought other members might be interested in these companies also. 

 Regards Keith Morehouse 
                                                                                                    Thanks Keith 


